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FOCUS ON THE MONTANA FORESTRY
AND CONSERVATION EXPERIMENT STATION
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by
Paul Lloyd-Davies
UM Information Services

Growth in Montana’s population and industry is placing an increasing burden
on Western Montana’s forests and Eastern Montana’s rangelands.

Problems about

how to manage our soils, water and wildlife require immediate attention.
But before appropriate answers can be found, land management agencies need
information.

That is where the Montana Forestry and Conservation Experiment-

Station at the University of Montana comes in.
Forty-one years ago~~in 1937--the Experiment Station became part of the
School of Forestry at the University.

Since then, the Station has been supplying

state and regional land managers with up-to-date research on animal habitat,
land-use problems and hundreds of other natural resource concerns.

It is staffed

by seven full-time people, and the part-time services of many faculty members and
graduate students from the forestry school play a key role in the Station’s work.
The Station's budget is approximately $1.5 million yearly.
comes from the state legislature.

About $250,000

The rest comes from federal funds and grants,

contracts and cooperative agreements.
Those dollars and the dedication of the researchers have earned the Station a
national reputation.

Requests for assistance in resource management problems

come from all over the United States and primarily from the Northern Rockies.
The Station also boosts its stature by its continuing education programs for
professional land managers.

The programs have two purposes, according to Sidney

Frissell, assistant dean for research and graduate studies in the forestry school,
fhe professional land managers explain problems they encounter and the Station
-more-

thereby knows where to target its research.

And the Station keeps the professionals

informed about its research.
Also, in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service, the Station helps train
professional silviculturists.

The Forest Service sends trainees to forestry schools

at the University of Montana, Washington State University and the University of Idaho
The trainees get one-third of their training at each school and finish as certified
silviculturists.
The interaction between the Station's staff and field personnel also results
in a boon for the Station and the University.

Graduate students are involved in

many of the studies while working on a thesis, an assistantship or some other
research and deal with many of the same agencies they will work with after graduation
One of the Station's largest projects is the Grizzly Border Project, which is
directed by Dr. Charles Jonkel. His study of grizzly bear habitat from Canada to
Mexico is aimed at developing a better understanding of the bears' range, habitat
needs and m a n ’s influence (see accompanying feature).
Jonkel's work involves more than just North America.

He also is studying the

polar bear in Alaska, Canada, Greenland and all parts of the Arctic Circle.
The Station also is studying the demands placed on lands by recreational use.
Two areas of special concern are the Rattlesnake Creek drainage north of Missoula
and the west slope of the Missions.

Both areas receive heavy use by hikers,

skiiers, horse travel and motorized vehicles.

The question becomes how to mix

many uses in one area.
The information developed from these two areas will be applicable to many places
in the western United States.

The Rattlesnake is an excellent example of a high-

quality wildland area located close to an urban area.
studies include looking at the Missoula watershed.

The Station's Rattlesnake

And, because the Rattlesnake

supplies a major portion of the city's water, it is a prime example of an urban
backcountry watershed.
f^ontana s vast wildlands, including those not formally designated as
-more-
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wilderness areas, call for management decisions about timber, water, range,
wildlife and recreation.

Research at the Station, Frissell said, is "decision

making, decision-enabling oriented.

It provides information to management

personnel for decisions that must be made now."
The Experiment Station publishes a quarterly journal, "Western Wildlands,"
which seeks to enhance the public understanding of forestry and contribute to
wise use of our nation’s resources.
layman.

Articles are written to be understood by the

Single issues at $1 and annual subscriptions at $4 are available at the

forestry school.
At a time when research is important and the funds sometimes hard to obtain,
Frissell pointed out, the Station is doing well.

For every dollar of state money

the station receives, it attracts $5 from other sources.

And Frissell maintains

that the station's capabilities are limited only by the size of the staff and its
areas of,.expertness.

